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The UK has multiple organisations fighting against Child 
Sexual Exploitation (CSE). For brevity and specificity, this 
short report will summarise the activity of 3 popular 
organisations working to combat this damaging act. 

The newsletter focuses on the works of:
• The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children (NSPCC)
• The NWG
• A21

Secondly, the report shall highlight some of the 
legislation within the UK and how it is tailored to 
prevention of the crime within this discussion. 

Official Definition of Child Sexual Exploitation in the UK:
“Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual 
abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes 
advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, 
manipulate or deceive a child or young person under 
the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for 
something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the 
financial advantage or increased status of the 
perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been 
sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears 
consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always 
involve physical contact; it can also occur through the 
use of technology” (Department for Education, 2017).

Child sexual exploitation is not fixed in its operation and 
does appear in numerous forms as the definition has 
suggested. Children are usually tricked into believing 
they are in a loving, consensual relationship and 
consequently, due to deceit, they are exposed to 
various forms of exploitation. These can be violent, 
humiliating and degrading sexual assaults, including 
oral and anal rape.   These offences to young kids, can 
be online or physical.
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A.The National Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children NSPCC

Raising public and professional awareness of the 
signs of CSE.
Teach young children and young people about 
healthy relationships.
Make sure everyone knows how to report concerns.
Identify and prosecute perpatrators.

Practically, to ensure that the aforementioned aims are 
achieved, the NSPCC (England) has set up the following 
procedures: 

Calling a trained helpline counsellors for 24/7 help, 
advice and support.
Alternatively, you can report a concern on their 
website.
“Stop it before it Starts”. 
A free service that aims to nip CSE in the bud. It works 
by:

The NSPCC (England) aims to end CSE and to protect 
and keep young ones safe. In order to make this a 
reality, The NSPCC has stringent aims of:

1.THE UNITED KINGDOM

Making of: https://feminopraxis.com



A21 is a non-profit organization that is fuelled by radical 
hope that human beings everywhere will be rescued 
from bondage and completely restored. They are 
regarded as the “abolitionists of the 21st century”.   As a 
result, they aim to end human trafficking, free slaves, 
end CSE and disrupt the demand for these services. 

The NWG is a charitable organisation formed as a UK 
network of over 14 000 practitioners who disseminate 
information down through their services to 
professionals working on the of CSE and trafficking 
within the UK.

Mission Statement: The NWG has a mission 
statement of “assisting in the eradication of sexual 
exploitation and/or modern slavery of children and 
young people”.

To provide a network for projects or organisations 
concerned with the sexual exploitation and/or 
modern slavery of young people. 
To provide links into current research, policy and 
project developments within the field and offer 
opportunity for examples of improving and 
developing practice to be shared and discussed. 
To encourage co-ordination of different 
approaches and aim to contribute to the 
development of UK wide policy and practice 
related to sexual exploitation and/modern 
slavery. 
To encourage child-centred practices that 
recognise and respect diversity. 

Vision: A world without slavery. Why? Because in a 
single moment a number within a statistic can turn 
into a name, a tragedy into victory and a belief into 
an action.

Mission: Abolish every kind of slavery everywhere.

Solution: The main strategy of A21 to end CSE and 
prevent other forms of slavery is to Reach, Rescue 
and Restore lives.

Reach: This is done by engaging people through 
events, student presentations and education 
programmes. By putting the word out, individuals 
are informed and more motivated to want to end 
slavery with the organization. This includes the 
“Walk for Freedom” where volunteers walk through 
the main parts of cities where slavery has been 
identified to still be in motion. They include, London, 
Paris and Stockholm.
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B.The A21 C.The NWG

Primarily aiming to have early conversations 
about healthy relationships and consent which is 
vital to tackling the issue before it starts.
According to research , the most effective type of 
intervention is a relationship-based support. 
Therefore, this service works by providing a Social 
Worker from the NSPCC (England) to have an 
initial conversation with an organisation to help 
identify their needs, after which a plan of action is 
established. For example, workshops.
The social worker will take on direct work where a 
minor is involved. 
This service is available for the London Boroughs 
of Lewisham, Newham, Tower, Tower Hamlets 
and Haringey.

Aims:

Rescue: The aim of this is to rescue victims of CSE 
and slavery and seek justice against their captors. 
Particularly, A21 works closely with law enforcement 
on the grounf to support raids, identify victims 
throughour resource lines, assist in the prosecution 
of traffickers, represent survivors in court 
proceedings, and collaborate with Governments and 
other NGOs to eradicate slavery at every level.

Restore: A21 works face-to-face with every person in 
our care, providing them with access to housing, 
medical treatment, counselling, edication, 
employment and repatriation based on their 
individual needs.
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NWG develops an appropriate support network 
for services working with young people at risk of 
or experiencing sexual exploitation and/or 
Modern Slavery. 
To enable the network to be heard as a collective 
group of projects and organisations working in 
the field of sexual exploitation and/or Modern 
slavery. 

Setting up Initiatives to help get the message out. 
This includes an annual National Child Sexual 
Exploitation Awareness Day and using social 
media such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and 
LinkedIn.
They also organise regular forums, events and 
surgeries for the network including forums for 
front line practitioners and specialist learning and 
development seminars. Details of forums and 
seminars including dates are on their ‘events’ 
section. 

As a result of the expansion in Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) in Ghana, particularly 
the increased use of mobile phones and wireless 
Internet and the popularity of internet cafes, more and 
more Ghanaian children and adolescents are now 
exposed to online threats and vulnerabilities, 
endangering their safety.

Studies carried out by UNICEF in April 2016 on growing 
up online, revealed that 37% of youth in Ghana are 
active online. 80% of those studies agree that there is a 
danger of being sexually abused or taken advantage of 
online. 59% say meeting new people online is 
important to them. 
Even though 89% believe they know how to avoid risky 
situations online, there is the need to provide young 
people with information that will help their online 
protection. (Growing Up Online, 2016)

Objectives:

The NWG also aims to combat CSE by:

2.GHANA

In order to tackle this menace, some organisations 
within Ghana are working around the clock to provide 
solutions and to end CSE. This includes the works of the 
NGO, “International Needs Ghana”.

A. International Needs Ghana (INGH)

International Needs Ghana (INGH) is a Christian 
development organization which began operations in 
Ghana in 1984 and was officially registered as a 
not-for-profit, non-governmental organization in 
October 1987.
They are committed to seeing transformed lives and 
changed communities through partnerships guided by 
God’s love and a commitment to holistic development. 
We seek to achieve this through our integrated 
thematic approach in promoting community 
development, with a focus on:

•  Child Rights
•  Education & Development
•  Health & Longevity
•  Gender & Empowerment
•  Evangelism & Discipleship

making of: http://www.abrepuertas.inecip.org

To tackle CSE, INGH is proposing an eighteen-month 
project that will address the problem of Online 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in the 
Greater Accra Region of Ghana. The project will engage 
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The United Nations Children’s Fund is also another 
example of an NGO working hard to prevent CSE in 
Ghana. The stats, action plan and summary of the 
works they have been doing can be found in the PDF 
below:

At 16, it isn’t unusual for a girl in Ghana to have a 
baby, but Elizabeth felt a moment of regret at the 
direction her life had taken. Elizabeth recalled her 
daydream, where she had continued her education, 
learned to be a caterer and started her own business. 
In her daydream she had made something of her life, 
but somehow there always seemed to be more hope 
in dreams than in reality.

Elizabeth had no way to get an education; her family 
had no money, no incentives and so it was out of the 
question. Her only option was to take her mother’s 
advice – find a job, any job. That was her future. A 
trainer from the Commercial and Sexual Exploitation 
of Children (CSEC) project became aware of 
Elizabeth’s circumstances and all measures were 
taken to intervene in her situation. After being 
identified as a potential victim of abuse, Elizabeth was 
accepted into the CSEC program, allowing her to be 
placed in a vocational training of her choice.

She was able to train with a catering service where 
she was taught the skills to become independent. On 
completion of her training, Elizabeth was presented 
with an oven and necessary appliances that will 
enable her to earn a living. Elizabeth has a future – her 
daydreams have become a reality thanks to this 
International Needs’ project in Ghana.

Case study of the works of INGH: 
A new lease on life for Elizabeth

“Most of the victims of commercial sexual 
exploitation are children from poor homes, 
those living with extended families or single 
parents, abused, neglected, and abandoned 
children, school drop outs, and young migrants 
with no employable skills. For these reasons, 
our program is aimed at both addressing the 
immediate problem and working on 
preventative strategies for the future.” 

(Cromwell Awadey, Head of Programs,
International Needs Ghana).

B.UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/wcaro/wcaro_WCIII_good_practice_Ghana.pdf

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sex
ual-exploitation/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sex
ual-exploitation/preventing-cse/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sex
ual-exploitation/

https://www.csacentre.org.uk/

http://www.a21.org/content/who-we-are/gnihwo

http://www.a21.org/content/our-solution/gn9pjs

http://www.nwgnetwork.org/the-work-we-do/

http://www.umojajourney.com/project/ghana-ending-the-sexual-exploitation-
of-children-and-online-child-abuse/

https://www.unicef.org/wcaro/wcaro_WCIII_good_practice_Ghana.pdf
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with school children and other key stakeholders and will 
provide direct support for 150 children affected by 
CSEC. Schools will be educated and communities, 
Metropolitan Authorities and national institutions 
mobilized to advocate against the Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children and Online Child Abuse.
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